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SUBJ: ECLA - LATIN AMERICAN REGIONAL PREPARATORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
FOR THE UN CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR 
DEVELOPMENT (UNCSTD) 

REE: STATE 129045 

1. ECLA SECRETARIAT TELLS US THAT LATIN AMERICAN REGIONAL 
PREPARATORY COMMITTE MEETING FOR THE UN CONEERENCE ON SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT (UNCSTD) IS TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED 

TO TAKE PLACE JULY 31 - AUGUST 4 IN PANAMA CITY. ECLA IS NOW 
NEGOTIATING WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF PANAMA TO HOST THIS EVENT. 

IT IS NOT CERTAIN WHETHER THE GOP WILL BE WILLING TO BEAR THE 
EXPENSE. SHOULD PANAMA DECLINE, THE CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD 
ON THE SAME DATES IN SANTIAGO. A DECISION IS EXPECTED NEXT WEEK. 
EMBASSY WILL INEORM THE DEPARTMENT AS SOON AS DECISION TAKEN. 

2. ALL REGULAR MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION (ECLA) WILL BE INVITED 
TO PARTICIPATE, INCLUDING HTHE U.S., CANADA, FRANCE, HOLLAND 
AND THE U.K. OTHER NON-MEMBER INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES WHO 
WISH TO ATTEND WOULD BE WELCOME AS OBSERVERS AND MAY APPLY 
FOR THIS STATUS BY CONTACTING ECLA SECRETARIAT. 
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